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An apartment on Fourth Street in Long Beach displays a “No vacancy” sign, indicative of the low number of rental units available in the city. 


CITY COUNCIL 


Housing talk continues 


Currently, only 2 percent 

of units in Long Beach are 
available for rent, compared 
to the national average of 8 
percent. 


By Michaela Kwoka-Coleman 
Assistant News Editor : 


The Long Beach City Council is set to hear 
recommendations from the Mayor's Affordable 
Housing Study Session at its upcoming meeting 
May 2. 

At a February meeting, the council moved to 
conduct a study regarding the lack of housing 
available for low-income residents within the 
city, including the downtown area, which has 
been affected largely by a plan to influence the 
creation of such units. 

According to Housing Long Beach, an advo- 
cacy group, the federal government defines af- 


SPEAKER 


we 


Generally, what our opinion is, is 
that more development and more 
businesses and more units into 
Long Beach is generally a good 
thing for people. But, it shouldn’t 
come at the cost of those who are 
already living here. 


~fulia Gould, 
Legislative deputy, Second District 99 


fordable housing as housing that costs no more 
than 30 percent of an individual’s income. 

“The Downtown Plan, which included 5,000 
market rate units, did not include a single unit 
of affordable housing,” Second District Coun- 
cilmember Jeannine Pearce said in a February 
email blast to constituents. “Our downtown 
residents were directly displaced as a result, and 


ry 


our moderate income residents are now feeling 
the impacts as well” 
The plan, adopted by the city council in 
2012, provides a framework and regulations 
for economic development in the areas rough- 
ly enclosed within Ocean, Alamitos and Ana- 
heim Boulevards. 
Julia Gould, a legislative deputy to Pearce, 
said that while there has been criticism of the 
plan, it can't be labeled good or bad.as a whole. 
“Generally, what our opinion is, is that more 
development and more businesses and more 
units into Long Beach is generally'a good thing 
for people,’ she said. “But, it shouldn't come at 
the cost of those who are already living here.” 
Gould said that when the study session 
makes its recommendations to city council 
Wednesday, her office will be looking into ways 
to increase local revenue sources for affordable 
housing. 

One option, she said, is a fee for certain doc- 
uments that have to be recorded with the city. 


see RENT, page 2 


SENATE 


Public 
comments 


fixate on BDS 


Audience expresses opinions 
on divestment proposals; 
ASI pushes out many new 
resolutions. 


By James Chow 
Staff Writer 


Public comments 

More than 15 people passionate about the Boy- 
cott, Divestment, Sanctions movement came to 
Associated Students, Inc. Senate meeting to voice 
their beliefs about student government's recent di- 
vestment resolutions in an extended public com- 
ments period. 

During last weeks ASI meeting, student sena- 
tors discussed a resolution suggesting the universi- 
ty divest from companies that gain at the expense 
of Palestinian people. 

The resolution was initially intended to be dis- 
cussed at yesterday's meeting, but the senate tabled 
the reading until next week because one of the au- 
thors was out of town. 

President Jane Close. Conoley was one of the 
many commenters who spoke during public com- 
ments. Conoley, who is against the passing of the 


_ resolution, made her stance on the resolution pub- 


lic in a letter sent to ASI senate and the Daily 49er 
on Tuesday. 

“I come here today to express my opposition to 
the resolution that will be read again next week? 


_Conoley said during the public comments. “I 


would like to emphasize is that my concern is for 
the safety on campus to those students who you 
[the senators] represent.” 

AST’s resolution calls for “socially responsible 


see BDS, page 2 


Much more than foreign policy at The Beach 


Consul general leaves 
an inspirational 
message of peace at 


CSULB. 


By Estela Garcia 
Staff Writer 


It seemed like a normal Wednesday 
evening at Cal State Long Beach, but what 
a majority of students on campus didn't 
realize was that a foreign diplomat, his 
staff and an array of body guards were 
walking the premises. 

A lecture hall in Peterson Hall 1 at 
CSULB filled with a wide number of stu- 


dents and business professionals alike, as 
the College of Business Administration 
and the International Business Associa- 
tion welcomed Consul General Liu Jian, 
of the Consulate General of China. The 
spontaneous seminar discussed the con- 
troversial topic of foreign relations be- 
tween China and the United States. 


Jian and his entourage didn't have to . 


travel far from his Koreatown-based of- 
fice in Los Angeles to talk about foreign 
policy. The primary focus for the current 
consul general, who also served as the 
Chinese ambassador to countries such 
as Afghanistan, Malaysia and Pakistan, 
was to discuss the importance and devel- 


opment of the relationship between the - 


United States and China. : 
According to his official website, “the 


Chinese Consulate is committed to pro- 
moting exchanges and cooperation be- 
tween its consular district and China, to 
advancing the mutual understanding and 
friendship between Chinese and Ameri- 
can people” and also aiding Chinese citi- 
zens in receiving legal status with immi- 
gration and government information. 
The consul general took front and 
center as a well-spoken politician who is 
clearly passionate about sharing a Chinese 
perspective with an American audience. 
He offered part of a Confucius quote: 
“a man matures at 30) to describe how 
China and the United States have been 
able to, in the last 30 years, improve their 


see CONSUL, page 3 


Bobby Yagake | Daily 49er 


Chinese consulate General Liu Jian pushed for peace relations between 
China and the United States at the discussion event Wednesday in Peterson 
Hall 1-Room 140. 
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investing [in] companies complacent in 
and profiting from Palestinian oppres- 
sion? 

Jeffrey Blutinger, co-director of Jewish 
Studies, also voiced his disapproval of the 
divestment resolution. He compared the 
resolutions purpose to the efforts of the 
‘Arab League, an organization of Arab 
countries that boycotted Jewish compa- 
nies in Israel and Palestine. 

“Like the Arab League, the resolution 
before you defines all of Israel as a legal 
occupation,’ Blutinger said. “This is not 
about advancing the peace process, but 
using economic weapons to damage an- 
other country. Its not about two states 
meeting side by side in peace — Israel and 
Palestine. This resolution is not about the 
peace process. It’s about advancing the 
war process” 

Not everyone opposed AST’ efforts. 

Spencer Potiker, a Jewish American 
student, believed the atrocious histories 


of the treatment of Jewish people don't 
warrant Israeli efforts to “form a settler 
colonial state and put Palestinians in ref- 
ugee camps.’ 

Former senator of College of Natural 
Science and Mathematics, Bilal Zaheem 
said he wanted the senators to “separate 
emotion from logic” Zaheem said he 
hopes the BDS movement passes on cam- 
pus in the upcoming weeks. 

“There were atrocities committed on 
both sides? Zaheem said. “[One] must 
look at the state of Palestine and see how 
has there been over a 79 percent reduc- 
tion in ... Palestinian lands over the past 
50 years.” 

CSULB alumnus Jonathan Grunin said 
he was “very disturbed” by the resolution, 
and said it attacks the safety of Jewish 
students on campus. He criticized rheto- 
ric that took place toward the beginning 
of the meeting and said that, while ASI 
senators insist that this is not an attack 
on Jewish students but rather a response 
to territorial occupation, they do not have 
the authority to determine what is and is 
not anti-Semitic. 

“As someone who is Israeli, someone 


who is Jewish, someone who is gay, I 
would never, ever tell someone else how 
to take. an attack on them; Grunin said. 
“T don't expect people who are not Jewish 
and [not in] our shoes to tell us what an- 
ti-Semitism is. The feelings that the Jewish 


“ 


This is not about advancing 
the peace process, but 

using economic weapons to 
damage another country. 


Jeffrey Blutinger, 
Co-director of Fewish Studies 99 


students have on our campus when they 
say that BDS is an anti-Semitic movement 
are the ones who get to communicate to 
you what anti-Semitism is.’ 

After the first round of public com- 
ments, ASI Vice President Logan Vournas 
voiced their response to Conoley’ letter 


RENT 


continued from page 1 


Another idea is to have an inclusionary hous- 
ing fee for developers. When a developer begins 
construction, a certain number of the units have 
to be available under a certain income level either 
on site or off site. If a developer wants to forgo 
building the affordable units, an annual fee per 
unit would be paid. 

The revenue from these fees would go to the 
citys housing fund to increase the number of 
units available for low-income residents around 
the city. 

“Those are just some options we're looking at; 
Gould said. “We're also looking at units that we do 
have on the market that are currently affordable, 
that those aren't being taken off the market via 
short term rentals, for example” 

Pearce’s office has also asked city council to 
study the effects of short-term housing rentals, 
such as Airbnb, on the housing market. The city 
council has been asked to look at how other cit- 
ies have regulated the short-term rental market to 
make sure that big units aren't being turned into 
“permanent hotels.” 

Some options to consider, Gould said, is to 


max out the number of days a unit can be rented © 


out to 90 days per year. 

“The idea around that is, let’s say you're a teach- 
er and you go out of town for three months a year, 
we understand you have a vacant apartment and 
you want to rent it out for a vacation rental, you 
should be able to do that,’ she said. “But what we 
don't want is somebody getting into six months, 
nine months per year to rent out their unit, be- 
cause at that point that’s a unit that could be on 
the market and could be rented out to a Long 
Beach resident instead of being used as a tourist 
accommodation.” 

Currently, only 2 percent of units are available 
for rent in Long Beach, Pearce told a crowd Tues- 
day night during an Arts Council Open Discus- 
sion. Pearce said that nationally, the average is 8 
percent. 

Another possibility is to enact a transient oc- 
cupancy tax, a type of tax hotels pay, which would 
act as a sales tax that would depend on the price 
per night and how many nights a person stays.. 

The majority of revenue from such a tax would 
also be allotted to the housing fund. 

“There has to be a balance between economic 
growth, economic development and quality of life 
and to make sure that when we increase invest- 
ment and increase jobs, that that that prosperity is 
shared across everybody who lives in Long Beach, 
not just for some people and not just for the peo- 
ple who are moving here,’ Gould said. 


and said that students have put their trust 


in voting for senators to represent the stu- 
dent body. 

“T value the input of all of our partners 
in the shared governance across CSULB;’ 
Vournas said. “But my duty and role be- 
gins and ends in the representation and 

advocacy of student voices, especially 
those who have been systematically and 
continuously silenced in a system that 
benefits off the hegemonic control of 
those who are in charge.” 

The ASI Senate has tabled the further 
readings of the divestment resolution un- 
til next week. 


New business 

Student senators also discussed myr- 
iad new senate resolutions during the 
meeting. 

In a bylaw amendment for increased 
inclusivity, the ASI Senate sought to 
change pronouns in the bylaws to rep- 
resent all genders. The pronouns “they/ 


them/their” would replace “he/she? “him/ - 


her” and “his/hers.’ 

In addition, ASI deliberated changing 
the second Monday of October from Co- 
lumbus Day to Indigenous Peoples Day 


ARN A DEGREE. 


Add some strength to your class schedule! Enrollina 


military science class! 


To find out more, call (562) 985-5766 or visit 


goarmy.com/gy20 


©2015. Paid for by the United States Army. 


on the university calendar. 

Senator-at-large Yasmin Elasmar called 
the university’s acknowledgement of Co- 
lumbus Day problematic because “the 
university was built on indigenous lands” 

ASI also talked about a resolution to 
encourage the university to adopt “Books 
Not Bombs,’ a petition that offers support 
to Syrian students. 

The resolution would urge the univer- 
sity to offer scholarships to Syrian stu- 
dents, according to senator-at-large Hil- 
da Jurado. She said that as a result of the 
ongoing war in Syria, many schools and 
universities were targets for bombings. 

“Many Syrian students had to drop out 
of school; Jurado said. “What our reso- 
lution is saying is we encourage CSULB 
to plan for at least two Syrian students to 
come to campus for free?” 

Furthermore, student _ government 
talked about resolutions on the creation 
of a Middle Eastern Studies major and the 
installation of vending machines and hy- 
dration stations near the College of Natu- 
ral Sciences and Mathematics. 

All these resolutions passed for their 
first readings. 
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NEWS 3 


CSU SYSTEM 


Graduation Initiative 2025 — 
pushes summer sessions 


Push is a part of 
the CSU plan to 
increase graduation 
rates throughout all 
campuses. 


By Mayra Bermudez 
Contributing Writer 


As a part of the Graduation Initia- 
tive 2025, the California State Univer- 
sity system plans to raise the amount 
of students graduating within four 
years. One of the strategies to achieve 
this goal is to increase summer session 
enrollment. According to the CSU 
website, this would allow students to 
keep to their own personal timelines, 
ideally to graduate on a four-, five- or 
six-year track. 

“Summer sessions should be a part 
of every student’s academic program 
plan,” said Dean of the College of 
Continuing and Professional Educa- 
tion Jeet Joshee. “Summer sessions 
offer the opportunity to stay on track 
or to catch up and graduate on time, 


sometimes the classes you need are 


SAVE TIME - SAVE MONEY 


full, or you have a job and you can't fit 

more classes in, but summer sessions 

gives you the opportunity to stay on 

the path of graduation.” : 
According to the preliminary draft 

report of the initiative, this strategy 

includes, “advising  stu- 

dents to take in-de- 

mand classes over 


the summer 
break, devel- 
oping on- 
line courses 

to make 
aduid-exd 
course-tak- 


ing more 
convenient, 
and exploring 
and implement- 
ing a system based 
financial . assistance 

program to facilitate time to 

degree for freshman who are project- 
ed to graduate in 4.5 years or transfer 
students who are projected to gradu- 
ate in 2.5 years to help with summer 
or intersessions costs.” 

Summer course fees, unlike regu- 
lar fall or spring tuition, are based off 
units instead of full-time or part-time 
status. Most students take one or two 


classes over the summer, which could 
be more expensive than a regular se- 
mester’s price. 

According to the CSU official web- 
site, if a student is taking less than six 
units the price is $366 per unit, but if 

they are taking more, it is 

$286 per unit. 
This plan also 
talks about 
properly train- 
ing advisors 
to pinpoint 
candidates 
who are 
on track to 
graduation 
and empha- 
size the impor- 
tance of interses- 
sion courses to help 
facilitate those gradua- 

tion goals. 

“By completing six units over the 
summer, I will be completing my 
graduation requirements for gradua- 
tion by next semester,’ said Commu- 
nication Studies major, Leslie Cam- 
pos. “This means that I don’t have 
to worry about cramming two more 
classes into one semester, and instead 
enjoy my senior year.” 


CONSUL 


continued from page | 


interests on a various range of top- 
ics such as economic prosperity, 
culture differences and communi- 
cation practices. 

He explained that as different as 
the U.S. and China are, they have 
grown similar over the years. They 
are.each other's largest partner in 
trade. Each of their militaries are 
highly advanced and involved in 
situations globally together. Over 
300,000 Chinese students have 
obtained an American education, 
as student exchange programs in 
Asia are growing popular in recent 
years. 

But even with his optimism, 
Jian didn't ignore the obvious. 

“The differences are what make 
China-U.S. relations difficult to 
straighten out because the stakes 
for either country are higher than 
ever, Jian said. He went on to 
point out that each country is un- 
der new administrations that have 
caused unsteady stirs worldwide. 

The theme of the night fell on 
the idea of understanding an idea 
Jian revisited throughout the dis- 
cussion: “The foundation of Chi- 
na-USS. relations is really the rela- 
tions between people” 

When asked about how im- 
portant awareness of China-US. 
relations is, Jian replied by saying 
that the relationship between two 


nations goes farther than “politics 
and government.” History and for- 
eign policy are as humane as har- 
mony and peace, according to Jian. 

“Peace is the most important 
thing,” said Jian as his final re- 
marks of the presentation. 

Members of the IBA at CSULB 
were thankful for the opportunity 
to have Jian on campus for public 
discussion. IBA president John 
Ultreras explained that organizing 
the event was no easy task, espe- 
cially in bringing someone of such 
high ranking. 

“Tt was a long process and diffi- 
cult to pull off and I had my entire 
team able to do so behind me and 
in the end it was a great success” 
Ultreras said. 

He elaborated on how he had 
connections within a port city in 
China and that the possibility of 
having an important speaker visit 
CSULB was an option; however, 
it was tabled due to difficulties in 
scheduling for both sides. Fortu- 
nately, an sudden opening in the 
consul general's schedule allowed 
him and Ultreras to meet one 
another and carry forth with the 
event. 

The IBA president said he ad- 
mires what the Chinese diplomat 
had to say and hopes to follow in 
the same path. 

“I want to be able to impact the 
world on a global stage and show 
people that there is a possibility for 
peace and love. There just needs to 
be work towards it; Ultreras said. 


Complete transferable courses this summer in 6-8 weeks 
at GOLDEN WEST COLLEGE for only $46 per unit 


GOLDEN WEST COURSE 
ACCT G101 Financial Accounting 
ACCT G102 Managerial Accounting 


ANTH G185 Physical Anthropology 


ANTH G100 Intro to Cultural Anthropology 


TRANSFERS TO CSULB AS 
ACCT 201 Elementary Financial Accounting 


ACCT 202 Managerial Accounting 


ANTH 120 Intro to Cultural Anthropology 
ANTH 110 Intro to Physical Anthropology — 


GOLDEN WEST COURSE 
ENGL G100 Freshman Composition 
ENGL G110 Critical Thinking, Literature 
GEOG G100 World Regional Geography 
GEOG G180 Intro to Physical Geography 
HLED G100 Personal Health 


TRANSFERS TO CSULB AS: 
ENGL 100 Composition ||. 
ENGL 101 Composition. 


GEOG 100 World Regional Geography __ 


GEOG 140 Intro to Physical Geography 
H SC 210 Contemporary Health Issues 


ART G100 Introduction To Art ART 110 Introduction to the Visual Arts _ 


ART G116 Drawing | 


ART G121 Ceramics | 


HIST G170 History of U.S. to 1876 i 
HIST G175 History of the U.S. since 1876 

KIN G100 Introduction to Kinesiology 

MATH G115 College Algebra 

MATH G120 Trigonometry 

MATH G140 Business Calculus 

MATH G160 Introduction to Statistics 

MATH G170 Precalculus j 

MATH G180 Calculus 1 

MATH G185 Calculus 2 

MUS G101 History & Appreciation Of Music 
PHIL G100 Introduction to Philosophy 

PHIL G115 Logic and Critical Thinking 

PE G130 Yoga 

PE G173 Intro to Weight Training 

PHYS G185 Calculus Based Physics: Mechanics 


MUS 100 Introduction to Music _ 


PHIL 100 Intro to Philosophy 


PHIL 170 Critical Reasoning 


‘ASTR100 Astronomy sw / _ 


BIOL G220 Human Anatomy 
BIOL G225 Human Physiology BIOL 207 Human Physiology _ 


BLAW 220 Intro to Law and Business Transactions _ 


1A Weight Training and Conditioning | 
51MechanicsandHeat 
PSCI G180 American Government 100 Intro to American Government _ 
PSYC G100 Introduction to Psychology 
PSYC G250 Psychobiology 

SOC G100 Introduction to Sociology 
THEA G100 Intro to the Theater 


THEA G106 Acting | 


ECON G175 Principles of Macro Economics 


LDEN WEST COLLEG 


exch hioe> Registration begins APRIL 10, classes start JUNE 12 
APPLY NOW: www.goldenwestcollege.edu 


HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 


EVENTS 


Out with the cars, in 
with the foot traffic 


Beach Streets 
University brings 
festival hubs to the 
CSULB neighborhood. 


By Connie Ojeda 
Staff Writer 


When major boulevards are closed 
off, bicyclists and festivals break loose 
— or, at least, they will during the 
semi-annual Beach Streets University 
event, taking place Saturday. 

Presented by the City of Long Beach, 
Beach Streets offers locals a chance to 
set out either on foot, bicycles or on 
anything without a motor in order 
to explore major Long Beach streets, 
which will be inaccessible to automo- 
bile traffic during the event. 

From the hours of 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Atherton Street, Bellflower Boulevard 
between Atherton Willow Streets, Los 
Coyotes Diagonal and Spring Street will 
solely be open to foot traffic and event 
festivities. 

The open street event, which was 
created as an effort to showcase local 
business and neighborhoods, willcon- 
sist of four major attractions that span 
across each of the blocked-off streets. 

Pyramid Hub, located near the Cal 


CAMPUS ACTIVITIES 


4 ARTS & LIFE 


State Long Beach Walter Pyramid and 
the West Hub — Spring Street and Bell- 
flower Boulevard, — are scheduled to 5 
be the platforms for local bands like Spring St. 
One High Five and King Kang. 

Situated at Whaley Park near Bell- 
flower Boulevard will be the Whaley 
Kids Hub, an area designated for chil- 
dren to enjoy the Long Beach Sympho- Willow St. 
ny Instrument petting zoo, a rock wall, , 
bike decorating and live music. 

Aside from the live music and Kids 
Hub, locals interested in exploring their 
extreme side can visit the Extreme Hub 
at Spring Street and Palo Verde Avenue 
for BMX freestyle team demonstrations 
and skateboard sessions. 

Although major streets will be closed 
off to automobile traffic, attendees may 
navigate through the CSULB parking 
lots near Palo Verde Avenue for event 
parking at a rate of $7 per car for the 


Bellflower Blvd. 


day. Those who do not want to endure 
the hassle of driving around closed 
streets are advised to use the Long 
Beach Transit and Metro, which will be 
operating near the event. 

While the six hour event will consist 
of mainly live entertainment and activi- 
ties, locals who are not interested in at- 
tending attractions like the petting zoo, 
may explore local. restaurants and busi- 
nesses, which will also be offering food, 
drinks and discounts in stands outside 
their establishments. 
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BEACH STREETS EVENT 


Saturday | 11.a.m. to5 p.m. 
WHERE: Atherton Street / Bellflower Boulevard/ Los Coyotes Diagonal / Spring Street 


Stearns St. 


Legend Key 


‘mmm event route 


Art and Soul boosts 
mental health 


SHS provides students with an 
opportunity to get into arts and crafts to 
relieve stress. 


By Jason Enns 
Arts & Life Editor 


To put it simply, creating something makes us feel good - this is why 
the Art and Soul fair is back by popular demand from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
today on the friendship walk. 

The Alcohol Tobacco and Other Drugs program, as part of the Cal 
State Long Beach Student Health Services, is once again providing a 
healthy outlet for students to unwind by crafting their own original 
works of art. : 

“We will have various booths set up with different artistic activities 


for them. It’s an opportunity for them to take some time out of their 
day to relax and be creative,’ health education assistant Allison Borwell 
said. “People can expect some really fun stations.” 

Students can visit booths dedicated to painting, jewelry making, 
button making, coloring and collaging. 

“Really the idea is to give them the time — any student is welcome, 
of any artistic level — just to destress and express [their] art? Borwell 
said. “They can expect a very low key environment where they can 
come just create something and take it with them; all supplies will be 
provided” 

Those who aren't able to make it down to the fair will also miss out 
on some information being circulated by the Health Resource Center 
about other free programs it offers students, like an acupuncture clinic 
Wednesdays. 

There are stress management workshops, like Koru mindfulness, 
which “teaches techniques for busy college students, what they can do 
for just two minutes a day [to help reduce stress].” It also offers two 
types of yoga: one specific to help with different types of moods and 
one to assist survivors of trauma. 

“Specifically, [we are spreading the word about] our Beach Recovery 
program, which supports students who are in recovery from addic- 
tion? Borwell said. “One thing that we really talk to our students about 
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Graphic by Stephanie Hak | Daily 49er 


who are in recovery from any kind of addiction is to find ways to re- 
duce their stress levels, and art therapy is a really great way to do that.” 

The Art and Soul Fair is made possible because of a grant from 
Transforming Youth Recovery for creating a collegiate recovery pro- 
gram, which spawned Beach Recovery. Borwell said the goal of the 
program is to spread awareness about recovery, to assist those in need 
in getting help and to help get rid of the stigma associated with addic- 
tion. 

The fair today will be a venue for Beach Recovery to spread its mes- 
sage and to give students a sober way to relieve some stress. 

“Often times on a college campus people have this idea that every- 
body drinks... but that’s actually not true,’ Borwell said. “We have 
done studies that show the majority of students choose not to drink, 
so we try to do a lot of social norming to change that idea so students 
don't think they should be drinking because that’s what everybody else 
is doing” 

Instead, SHS invites you to take a break from academia for an hour 
or two and reconnect with your creative side. 

“We like to use art therapy as a way to help students de stress es- 
pecially during this end of semester time where some students may 
be feeling some added pressure,’ Borwell said. “There is research that 
shows art therapy drastically helps with stress relief” 


Are you a photographer? 
D49er is looking for you 


Send your samples our way to 


-eicd49er@gmail.com 
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COLUMN 


The plight of an overseas flight 


A university education can 
often be more trifling in a 
foreign country. 


By Mengfei Song 
Contributing Editor 


Cal State Long Beach has an international stu- 
dent body nearly a thousand strong, giving the 
campus a breadth of diversity, but studying abroad 
puts international students under pressure. Some 
of the strains they endure include changes in their 
usual social life, academic work and language bar- 
riers. 

It is difficult for international students, like my- 
self, to do things like rent an apartment or get a val- 
id driver’s license.. These burdens can often lead to 
feelings of being homesick, lortely and frustrated. 

“T feel very isolated; said Julie He, an interna- 
tional student from China who majors in fashion 
design. “After class I opt to go back to my apart- 
ment because I don’t know how to communicate 
with my classmates. I plan to drop out of school 
this coming semester and go back to China be- 
cause I am fed up with being all by myself all the 
time” 


CMST A110 


CMST 


Public Speaking 


A220 | Essentials of Argumentation 


In such situations, it is common to find inter- 
national students having their own small social 


circles. It gets hard to release pent-up emotions 


without a social life. The only sense of se- 
curity we rely on in these foreign 
countries is making friends 
with people who are from 
our home countries; get- 
ting out of the comfort 
zones requires a lot 
of courage. 

Having a limited 
or unstable social 
circle will easily 
influence our life 
in ways that aren't 
always expected. Get- 
ting sick can be absurdly 
difficult for international 
students. 

We have to go to hospital alone, 
make our own food and generally nurse 
ourselves back to health when we are sick. When I 
was sick, it made the feeling of missing home even 
stronger. 

For some international students, their govern- 
ments might offer scholarships for their tuition 
fees. But students from other countries, such as 


Grav 


myself and other international students from 
China, are mostly supported by our families. For 
one semester, the average tuition fee for an inter- 
national student is around $8,000, and 
now they have to including their 
cost of living. In one year, an 
international student will 
spend $30,000 after all 
the costs are summed 

up. 

“I feel a lot of 
economic pressure 
at the beginning? 
Abdulrahman 
Aldamer said, a 

22-year-old interna- 
tional student from 
Saudi Arabia majoring 
in civil engineering. “In- 
ba ternational students’ tuition is 
higher than that of American stu- 
dents, and at the beginning I didn’t have 
scholarship from my government. So at that time I 
have got a lot of stress for my financial issue, and I 
could barely make ends meet. ” 
When it comes to the academic part of the 
coursework, the international students can face 
even greater stress than other students. It takes 


me a lot of times to write one good essays because 
I have to go to tutoring at least twice. For exams, 
even if I know the content, I will still get confused 
by the vocabulary and answer incorrectly. As for 
the lectures, the pressure not only comes from the 
course material, but coping with the language bar- 
rier for international students who are not native 
English speakers. 

“I am so tired with my academic study,” Yanran 
He said, a 21-year-old Chinese student majoring 
in music education. “As a music student, I am not 
good at general knowledge courses. With English 
as my second language, it is very difficult for me to 
handle a lot of projects, exams, essays and home- 
work assignments. I face tremendous pressures 
during the lectures due to the language issues.” 

Studying for a bachelor’s degree is not an easy 
thing to do, especially when it comes to interna- 
tional students. 

Thus, looking for help and appropriate ways to 
vent can be very important for them. 

CSULB offers a variety of programs that can 
help international students achieve their academic 
dreams. For academic problems, you can get help 
from writer's resource lab in LAB 206, and ESL 
language and writing tutoring at Horn Center. And 
don’t forget, you can always go to your teachers 
during office hours to get extra help. 


Transfers to CSULB as: 


ANTH A100 | Cultural Anthropology ANTH dee) to Cultural Ne eeoiogy 
BIOL A221 | Anatomy-Physiology BIOL Human Biology 


COMM Essential Public Speaking — 
| COMM hal Essentials of Argumentation 


Introductory Nutrition 


FILM | A100 | Hist & Apprec of Cinema ae Film History 
a A100 | Hist & Appreciation of Music 190 


Listener’s Approach to Music 


Students currently enrolled at a four-year institution who plan to enroll ina summer.course at OCC MUST receive permission from their four-year-institution 
counselor/advisor. The four-year institution counselor/advisor will-determine how the course will be applied to the student’s degree. 


Summer Session begins June 12" 


Take transierable courses this summer in 4-8 weeks ai Orange Ceasi College 
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Don't stop retweeting, hold on to that feeling 


Social media activism 
is creating change by 
sharing important 
messages to a larger 
audience — the world. 


By Priscilla Aguilera 
Contributing Writer 


ocial media has created a 


way for people to learn how 

to be more involved and 

more intellectually awak- 

ened by shared information. 

The word “Slacktivist” has been used 
as a term to identify people who show 
immediate support for social justice 
movements and events through their 
smartphone or computer, but don't 
leave the couch to do anything about it. 
Online activism allows everyone 
who wishes to show support to actually 
participate whether they have jobs, or 
are physically unable to attend protests, 
or demonstration. Cyberspace provides 
virtual avenues for supporters of all ca- 


pacities to voice their opinions and cre- 


ate dialogues within their communities. 

Lately it seems as though Americans 
have great deal to protest about — on 
almost every platform you can see peo- 
ple resisting through what they post 
online. Community organizers have 
taken to using social media and tech- 
nology to propel their causes further 
into the mainstream. 

A 2015 Public Library of Science ar- 
ticle by Pablo Barbera and contributors 
titled, “The Critical Periphery in the 
Growth of Social Protests, elaborates 
that “independent of the social and 
material constraints that might restrict 
mobilization, our findings demonstrate 
that relatively low commitment partici- 
pants — who are often derided as feel- 
good activists or “slacktivists” are po- 
tentially very important as a collective.” 

Despite these findings, ‘Slacktivisn’ 
has a negative connotation and is re- 
garded as a cop out — a way of excus- 
ing oneself from physically demanding 
activist duties. However, the bigger pic- 
ture reveals that people are now more 
hyper aware of more social injustices 
than ever before. 

People who invalidate “slacktivism” 
argue that activism through social me- 
dia is lazy and isn't really making a dif- 
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ference at all. 

“It's hard for me to see how any of 
this tweeting and hashtags will ac- 
tually change anything,” said Aleia 
Gavin, psychology major and senior at 
CSULB. 

But many people simply cannot put 
their careers, jobs or families on hold 
— no matter how much they support 
a cause. Voicing opinions online, or 
spreading visibility might be some peo- 
ples’ only option to make their voice 
heard. 

“I can’t afford to not show up to teach 


on a day of protest, my time with my’ 


students is so precious,’ said Stacy Ma- 
cias, a women’s, gender and sexuality 
studies assistant professor at CSULB. 
“If I miss one class, that throws off my 
entire lesson plan for the semester.” 
Since when did having a full-time 
job, going to school and being political- 
ly literate make an internet activist lazy? 
The day after President Donald 
Trump was inaugurated, the organiza- 
tion Women’s March on Washington 
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set out to take action for women’s rights 
by organizing protests through social 
media around the world. 

Locally, Women’s March Los Angeles 
had a huge turnout of support. WMLA 


66 


Voicing opinions online, 

_ or spreading visibility 
might be some peoples’ 
only option to make their 
voice heard 


99 


organizers set their estimate to 750,000 
people. 

WMLA ended up being as big as it 
was because of people sharing the event 
on Facebook and Twitter. Those who 


were actively supporting the event on- ~ 
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line were a part of the even larger task 
of visibility by sharing speeches on You- 


Tube and retweeting the powerful mes- © 


sages about that newsworthy day. 

The enormous worldwide event 
sparked continued support and criti- 
cism alike. People who couldn't attend 
the event posted with hashtags relat- 
ing to the event to show their support. 
“Whatever people are doing to show 
that their opinion counts, that’s what's 
important,” said Ellen Craft, WMLA 
organizer on her opinion of “slacktiv- 
ists.” 

When something newsworthy 
happens, a trending topic is born. At 
the beginning of the year during the 
Women’s March we saw hashtags that 
included #notmypresident which indi- 
cated that you did not accept President 
Donald Trump as your president. More 
recently the hashtag #marchforscience 
became bigger trending topic, which 
manifested to marched which were 
held nationwide on-Earth Day. 

Our voices are important no matter 
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what the medium, as a society we will 
keep fighting for what is right. 

United through the web, we can 
share-facts to our communities about 
the importance of the EPA — the re- 
alities the world faces, and how we may 
support righteous causes to the best of 
our capacity. 


Barberas aforementioned article ac- _ 


knowledges that, “by expanding the au- 
dience of messages sent by the protest- 
ers, the slacktivist can amplify the core 
voices and actions, and thus provide a 
way for larger numbers of online citi- 
zens to be exposed. to news and infor- 
mation about the protest, even (or es- 
pecially) in the absence of mass media 
coverage.” 

The next time you want to rise up and 


- make changes, do whatever you can to 


be heard. Send out a tweet at work or 
change your profile picture with a geo- 
tag. Just know that you are doing your 
part. It may feel small and insignificant, 
but people will see that you care and 
they might start caring too. 
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SPORTS 7: 


Ed Hille | Philadelphia Inquirer 


Work crews continue to build the stages for the coming NFL Draft on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway in Center City Philadelphia, Pa. The main stage is built at the base of the Philadelphia Muse- 
um of Art’s famous steps, across the parkway from Eakins Oval. 


NFL DRAFT 


Prospects are anxious for the future 


Major theme of this 
year’s NFL draft 
plays well in the city 


of “Brotherly Love,” 
Philadelphia. 


By Sam Farmer 
Los Angeles Times 


PHILADELPHIA — The NFL draft 
has come to this city and the theme is 
a natural. 

From the locale of the event, the 
Rocky steps, to the “Gonna Fly Now” 
soundtrack that has been on an end- 
less loop at league headquarters for the 
past few weeks, to the against-long- 
odds stories of some of the top pros- 
pects, there’s no escaping the under- 
dog overtones. 

There’s Corey Davis, perhaps the 
best receiver in this class. He played 
at unheralded Western Michigan, and 


went on to make three miles’ worth of 
catches. His 5,291 yards are a career 
record for Football Bowl Subdivision 
schools. 

“Tve always had a chip on my shoul- 
der and my mind-set has always been 
different because of that,’ said Davis, 
who is attending the draft and, along 
with the other top prospects, visit- 
ed ailing kids Wednesday at Shriners 
Hospital for Children. “Coming out of 
high school, I only had one offer, from 
a Mid-American Conference school. 
I thought I deserved more, but the 
teams didn't. I kind of took that and 
ran with it.” - 

There’s tackle Ryan Ramczyk, who 
out of high school wanted to become 
a police officer. He bounced around a 
few small schools, almost playing foot- 
ball as an afterthought before winding 
up at Wisconsin. After one season 
there, he found himself one of the top 
line prospects in this class. 

There's Philadelphia local Haason 
Reddick, an outside linebacker who 


played four games as a high school se- 
nior because of injuries, went largely 
unrecruited, and had to talk his way 


‘onto a bad Temple team as a walk-on. 


bobs 


I just tell people, ‘Don’t 
ever let anyone tell you 
that you can’t do it.” 


-Takkarist McKinley, 
UCLA NEL prospect 


. 99 


He figures to go in the first round. 
And there’s Garett Bolles, a top of- 
fensive tackle whose life was careening 
out of control during his teen years. He 
was expelled from five schools, kicked 
out of his house by his father, did 
drugs, and spent time behind bars for 


vandalism. Eventually, he got his life in 
order, spent a year on a Mormon mis- 
sion, and played one season at Utah. 
Now 24, and with a wife and an infant 
son, Bolles said he is reformed and 
headed in the right direction. 

“tt doesn’t matter what confer- 
ence you played in, small school, 
big school} Bolles said. “It matters if 
you're ready to take this leap to playing 
with the big boys.” 

Those stories will be told and retold 
in the new hometowns of those play- 
ers, who won't know where they’re 
heading until NFL commissioner Rog- 
er Goodell steps to the microphone 
and reads their names. 

The NFLs marquee offseason event 
moved to Philadelphia after being held 

~ in Chicago the past two years, and in 
New York for decades before that. Ev- 
ery year, the spectacle grows. This year, 
the league has taken over the 72 stone 
steps in front of the Philadelphia Mu- 
seum of Art, the ones Sylvester Stal- 
lone famously charged up in “Rocky.” 


The league’s temporary theater in- 
cludes a tented space large enough to 
fit a football field, although it will be 
outfitted with 3,500 seats for ticketed 
spectators. Representatives from 15 
NFL cities will attend, plus Pro Foot- 
ball Hall of Fame home Canton, Ohio, 
hoping to host next year’s draft. 

Like many of his fellow prospects, 
UCLA’ Takkarist McKinley embraces 
the underdog ethos and, now that he’s 
about to take another major step in his 
football career, relishes looking back at 
the winding and difficult path to this 
point. 

“I just tell people, “Don’t ever let 
anyone tell you that you can't do it;” 
said McKinley, who accepted an in- 
vitation to attend the draft. “In high 
school, I wasn’t a five-star (recruit), 
four-star, three-star, two-star, one- 
star. I was unranked. So I had a lot of 
doubters. Regardless, I didn’t let that 
stop me from being who I was going 
to be” 

And now? Gonna fly. 
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Junior Evan Payne trying to cut off the passing lane against Cal State 


Fullerton Jan. 26. 
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Monson receives five LOIs 


With five new additions 
to the Long Beach State 
men’s basketball team, 
49ers will have more 
length in backcourt. 


Staff Reports 


After four transfers, Long Beach State 
men’s basketball coach Dan Monson an- 
nounced that he has added five new play- 
ers to the 2017-2018 team. 

Monson received five letters of intent, 
two high school seniors and ‘three junior 
college transfers. 


Adding some height to his front court, 


. Monson welcomed Milos Apic, a 6-foot- 
‘10-inch forward, from Sandy Spring 


Friends School in Virginia. 

As a senior, Apic averaged 22.1 points, 
eight. rebounds and seven assists per 
game after scoring 18.2 points per game 
as a junior. In just two seasons, he set the 
school record in scoring at Sandy Springs 
Friends School with 1,072 career points. 

Along with Apic, Deishuan Booker 
will joining the team as a junior college 
guard who has led multiple programs to 


-outstanding seasons. Booker spent last 


season at the College of Southern Idaho, 


where he averaged 8.2 points and 6.8 as-_ 


sists per game while leading his squad in 


Jose De Castro | Daily 49er 


Junior Lucas Tancas and senior Daniel Jackson celebrate after Jackson’s homer run during LBSU’s 5-1 loss to UCLA Tuesday night. 


Dirtbags head to Davis 


Long Beach State will try 
to stay atop the Big West 
after a weekend series 
against UC Davis. 


By Luke Ramirez 
Assistant Sports Editor 


After taking a 5-1 beating from UCLA 
and losing starting pitcher AJ Jones to in- 
jury for at least two weeks on Tuesday, No. 
9 Long Beach State will have to continue its 
strong conference play when the baseball 
team makes the road trip to UC Davis this 
weekend. 

The Dirtbags (25-14) sit atop the Big 
West Conference at 10-2 and will be looking 
to improve on that record. 

“Our mindset is to go back out there and 
get three more wins,’ junior pitcher John 
Sheaks said. “It doesn’t matter who we're 
playing, that’s always the goal.” 

LBSU has had four three-game sweeping 
performances already this season and know 
how important those can be - especially on 
the road. 


“Ultimately, every coach wants to win a 
series, but when in you're in a position to 
get a sweep, you have to have a ‘why not?’ 
mentality because they're really big,” head 
coach Troy Buckley said. 

The Dirtbags’ starting rotation has been 
the main factor in every conference win 
thus far. The trio of junior Darren Mc- 
Caughan, Sheaks and senior Dave Smith 
has been pitching very well with a com- 
bined conference record of 15-4. 

Sheaks won his sixth game on April 22 
and has done a great job pitching on Satur- 
day by making opposing hitters make mis- 
takes. 

“Tm going in with the same game plan 
and that’s pounding the bottom of the zone 
with fastballs, throw breaking balls for 
strikes and try to get outs within the first 
three pitches, Sheaks said. “That’s what we 
do best?” 


LBSU had a great weekend against UCI ~ 


on offense as well, totalling 37 hits over 


. three games. Senior Daniel Jackson has seen 


a power surge as of late, homering twice in 
his last four games. 

“We know that we can outhit [Davis] and 
the pitching and defense will be there so I 
think we-can take it to them,’ Jackson said. 


FAST FACT 5 


* 


DIRTBAGS LOOK TO STAY IN FIRST 


Long Beach State has won six consecutive 


games against UC Davis. 


Last year, the Dirtbags outscored the Aggies 
31-5 during their May weekend series, 
During the series the Dirtbags matched 
their highest run total of the season beat- 
ing UCD 14-1 during their Saturday tilt. 


+ During their series, sophomore Jarren 
_ Duran matched his career high with three 


- funs scored, doubling twice, walking twice, 


and driving in in a pair at the ap of the 


_ lineup. 
LSBU will look to add to its two -game lead 
_ inthe Big West standings. - 
Junior pitcher Darren McCaughan will ty 


~ to build on his two consecutive complete 


games. McCaughan also earned Big 


West Pitcher of the Week for the first time 
Monday. 


both assists and steals. 

Another junior who will be joining the 
team is Keondre’ Byers a Panola Commu- 
nity College (Texas) transfer. Byers aver- 
aged 7.6 points per game and was second 


. in the conference in blocked shots while 


providing a solid defensive presence and 
earning all-conference honors. 

Rounding out the commits are Ron 
Freeman and Edon Maxhuni. Freeman 
comes to LBSU after playing with North- 
western Florida State last season. 

Maxhuni is a talented point guard and 
is the second international player as part 
of the 2017-18 class. Playing on an ama- 
teur team in the Finland First Division, 
Maxhuni averaged 23,8 points per game. 


TJ DEFALCO 
OUTSIDE HITTER 


DeFalco 
named top 
outside 
hitter 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


Sophomore outside hitter TJ De- 
Falco added another accolades to his’ 
personal achievements when he was 
named the 2017 Karch Kiraly Award 
on Wednesday. 

The award is presented to the na- 
tion’s top outside attacker. Off the 
Block made the announcement and 
it’s only one of a laundry list of awards 
DeFalco was able to earn in his young 
collegiate career. 

The Huntington Beach native has 
been impressive all year, finishing with 
an average of 4.10 kills per set and a 
_-400 attack percentage. 

DeFalco is the the first to credit his 
team for success and knows that his 
team has allowed him to be successful 
on and off the court. 

“My team has been great about 
pushing me in practice every day even 
if I was like ‘I don’t want to go lift to- 
day,” DeFalco said. “They’ve’ always 
kept me going on the right mindset 
and make me get better.” 

DeFalco will now look to help the 
LBSU men’s volleyball team win the 
NCAA Championship when they 
compete in Columbus, Ohio. 

The 49ers will take on the winner of 
BYU and Barton on May 4 in the St. 
John Arena. 


